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Troop 243 Outings & Activities – July kicks off with our Northern Tier Crew in full swing as they canoe and portage where few people but many large bugs travel.  We start our meetings learning some basic scout skills and end them this month learning how to take care of bikes.  On the 19th we hit “The Beach” water park for a day trip.  We wrap up the month with the usual leadership meetings and the beginning of SCUBA classes in prep for Seabase next year.  
Troop and Patrol Meetings on Wednesdays - All are welcome.  Scouts in Field/Class A uniforms are expected for all troop meetings while class B uniforms are ok for patrol meetings.  Except where noted, all meetings are held at St. Barnabas.  SERVICE PATROLS should arrive 15 minutes early to set up for the meeting.
July 2nd, 7:00 – Troop meeting @ Scout Skills with Mr. Berendsen – Service Patrol is Legion. 

July 9th, 7:00 PM – Troop Meeting @ Eagle Advancement with Joe Lynch and I. Berendsen – Service Patrol is Danger
July 16th, 7:00 PM – Troop Meeting @ Team Building – Service Patrol is Nuclear Squirrels

July 23rd, 7:00 PM – Troop meeting @ Cycling with Mr. Berendsen – Service Patrol is Danger

July 30th, 7:00 PM – Troop Meeting @ Cycling with Mr. Berendsen – Service Patrol is 
Swimming Day Trip!– This year, instead of the planned overnight swim camp out, we are going to take a day trip  to “The Beach” which is just outside of Kings Island.  Coming up in a future email I will publish the permission slip, which will have a firm price but plan on an approximate charge of $15.  

Troop Leadership Meetings – The Patrol Leader Council will meet at 4:00 Sunday July 27th.  Assistant Scoutmasters will meet at 7:00 on Monday July 28th with the troop committee meeting following that meeting at 8:00.  All meetings will be done by 9:00, are held in the St. Barnabas Annex and are open to everyone.
Dive Classes – Troop 243 has scheduled another dive class so we can get more boys certified in anticipation of our next Seabase trip and general fun.  The first pair of classes will be held on July 26th and 27th at a pool yet to be determined.  The next class days will be August 2nd and 3rd at an open dive location yet to be determined.  The time has not been set.  More info will follow so keep watching.  

Summer Camp – For some festive summer camp pictures take a look at this and the following page.
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To the right are several of the camp-wide heroes.  Mr. Botner and Mr. Berendsen put in an unexpected 50ish hour workweek in the kitchen, while on vacation from their jobs, to make camp for all 500+ scouts successful.  Mrs. Early, pictured here and Mr. Early not pictured split a similar number of hours.  Every single scout and leader in the camp owes a huge thanks to these Troop 243 leaders, who were perfect examples of the spirit of scouting!





To the left and right are pictures of fun on the water and the always anticipated scout food!





Be it War or whatever the card game of choice is, cards is always a favorite way to pass the time and spend time together.








To the left is Troop 243’s tent city.  Metropolitan Troop 243 you might say.  From here was launched days of fun, laughter and hopefully rested scouts.  It is hard to estimate the rest level of the adults.





To the left the troop prepares for departure by loading the poles that will support our always important shelter.








